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end of 1210.  So a step was taken towards the great campaign of
1214.

Attempts to reduce the diplomatic history of Western Europe during
these years to a system are vain and misleading. The position of affairs
changed from year to year, almost from month to month.   In the mind
of Philip Augustus the only clear issue had come to be his hostility to
the Angevin house and the danger of the alliance between it and the
Emperor Otto.  It is sometimes supposed that the King of France was a
consistent friend to the Hohenstaufen, but the consistency lay only in his
fear of Otto.  In his youth he had had to face the prospect of the inter-
vention of Frederick Barbarossa on the side of the widespread confederacy
which Philip of Flanders had formed against him; and although he had
managed to maintain friendly relations with the great Emperor, so on
the whole did Henry II.  Later he intrigued with the Emperor Henry VI
against Richard, but Richard had been stronger than he and won the
favour of his captor.   During the contest between the rivals, Otto of
Brunswick and Philip of Swabia, he had naturally used all his influence
in support of his namesake, for he was hard pressed by Otto's uncle
and benefactor, Richard, and involved in a harassing dispute with the
Papacy on account of his repudiation of his wife Ingeborg; but as soon
as Richard was dead, peace made with John, and a settlement with Pope
Innocent in sight, he wavered.  Philip's firm and oft-expressed conviction
that Otto's success would spell danger to himself and his realm made any
arrangement impossible, save as a transitory expedient, and the expro-
priation of John, with the prospect of an invasion of England, must have
widened the breach between them.   Misfortune on the other hand drew
John and Otto together.  In 1207, after John's return from Poitou, and
when Otto's isolation in Germany was most intense, the Emperor-elect
came to England to seek his uncle's support.  The two princes held con-
ference in Essex, in the chamber of the famous Samson, Abbot of Bury,
in his manor of Stapleford.  At this time John was only entering on his
quarrel with Innocent, and Otto was still under the Pope's hesitating
protection.  Yet it is significant that, as Otto's power waned in Germany
and that of his rival, Philip of Swabia, grew, Philip Augustus grew cooler
in the latter's support, while, when Philip of Swabia was murdered in
June 1208 and Otto's fortunes revived, the French king looked around
for a new anti-king.   The expansion of France, in fact, was displeasing
to the German court, whatever its political complexion, just as the pros-
pect of unity in Germany was a cause of alarm to Philip.  His attempt
to put forward the Duke of Brabant as king failed; Otto received the
imperial crown from Innocent in October 1209 and for a short time
seemed likely to restore the Empire to its ancient glory. He was in close
touch with John.   Philip's allies in the north of France ivere beginning
to waver, and it was necessary to anticipate attack by resuming the
offensive.
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